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Senate approves Junior ROTC legislation 
The Michigan Senate unanimously approved legislation last week that would clarify the law so schools could 
count their Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps classes as instructional time. Senate Bill 77 would waive the 
requirement that JROTC instructors have to be state certified in order for classes they teach to count towards 
instructional time. JROTC instructors, all of whom served in the military, are qualified to teach based on military 
standards. For years, this type of instruction has been considered as instructional time. This practice was 
recently challenged, leaving the future of some programs in jeopardy. If passed, SB 77 would make it easier for 
schools to continue offering JROTC classes. The legislation now goes before the House for consideration.   
 
Capital investment bill introduced 
A new economic development bill to promote capital investment by some of Michigan's largest employers was 
introduced in the Michigan State Senate this week. The proposed legislation would continue a Single Business 
Tax exemption for companies such as Delphi and Visteon on goods sold to their former parent companies. This 
tax exemption has already led to capital investments in Michigan totaling $1.8 billion. The SBT exemption was 
originally passed in 1999, the year Delphi separated from General Motors. Before the separation, sales 
between the companies were not taxed. Since the sales never were taxed, the previous exemption and the 
new legislation are revenue neutral for the state. Both companies are required to maintain 80 percent of their 
workforce and 100 percent of the capital investment in Michigan to qualify for the exemption. If they fail to keep 
80 percent of their workforce in Michigan, they still can qualify for the exemption by doubling their capital 
investment. Both companies have invested more than the state’s annual requirement with significant 
investments at their facilities across the state. Delphi has invested more than $1 billion since 1999, while 
Visteon has invested approximately $800 million since 2000. 
 
Push for robo-call accountability revived 
Automated campaign phone calls, or “robo-calls,” would have to be accounted for on campaign finance reports 
under legislation introduced this week in the Senate. The legislation would require that any automated 
campaign calls that are an independent expenditure placed by an outside third party must be reported on the 
campaign finance reports. Supporters of the legislation say that because many of these calls are independent 
expenditures, the various candidates are unaware of the calls. Similar legislation was introduced in the 
previous legislative session but the bill did not make it through the legislative process. 
 


